
A 
Brief History  

of  
 

 
 

  



 

I. Founding Principles 
 

II. Programming Overview 
A. Programmatic Model 
B. In-School  
C. After-School 
D. Saturday Clinics 
E. School-Break Camps 
F. Summer Camps 
G. Special Programs 

 
III. Professional Development 

 
IV.Recognition 

Contents 



Founding Principles 
 2006-2008 

!Ωǎ & Aces was incorporated as a nonprofit organization on 
January 23, 2008Φ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά!Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
symbolize the student-athlete model: specifically, excellence in 
academics and tennis. 
 
Based on the co-ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƻ help under-resourced youth 
and rebuild ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-Katrina environment , our mission is 
άǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ǘƻ bŜǿ 
Orleans public school childrenΦέ 

Co-founders: 
Anna Monhartova, PhD 
and David Schumacher 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘ ƻŦ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ YŀǘǊƛƴŀ by two former 
Tulane University student-athletes. One had practiced law for nearly 20 years and the other with 
academic concentrations in international development and social entrepreneurship.  At the time of 
YŀǘǊƛƴŀΣ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳƭŀƴŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ άƴŜǾŜǊ-
ǊŀƴƪŜŘέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ ¢ƻǇ млΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘǊȅ-level to high-
performance.  
 
Tennis helped shape their lives. Their experiences in the sport motivated them to try to make tennis 
a sport of opportunity for all children in New Orleans. 
 



Sports-Based Youth Development 
 
 
 
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/sport/home/sport     http://www.sportanddev.org/    

 
Sport has historically played an important role in all societies, be it in the form of 
competitive sport, physical activity or play. But one may wonder: what does sport have 
to do with the United Nations?  
 
In fact, sport presents a natural partnership for the United Nations (UN) system: sport 
and play are human rights that must be respected and enforced worldwide; sport has 
been increasingly recognized and used as a low-cost and high-impact tool in 
humanitarian, development and peace-building efforts, not only by the UN system 
but also by non-governmental organizations (NGOs), governments, development 
agencies, sports federations, armed forces and the media.  
 
Sport can no longer be considered a luxury within any society, but is rather an 
important investment in the present and future, particularly in developing countries. 
 
 

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/sport/home/sport
http://www.sportanddev.org/
http://www.sportanddev.org/


Tennis is considered to be a άbest first sportέ because it develops 
the highest number of skills required by the greatest number of 
other sports and activities. It is a low-impact, non-contact, 
individual, team and family sport, for both boys and girls. 
 
Tennis is played everywhere around the globe. It is a άƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ 
ǎǇƻǊǘέ that promotes opportunities. Players meet people from all 
walks of life, make new friends and develop enduring social and 
business relationships.  
 
And, perhaps most importantly, ƛǘΩǎ fun. 



!Ωǎ & Aces started with a commitment to, and a grant from, Clinton Global Initiative 
University (CGIU).  In 2008, Anna Monhartova - then a PhD candidate at Tulane - attended 
the inaugural meeting of CGI U, where ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ǘƻ 
reach students who would not otherwise have the opportunity to play  
tennis  and receive educational support in a structured environment. 
 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΥ 
 

ά After Anna graduates from her program, her PhD program at Payson  
Institute at Tulane, she plans to give her full-time attention to  
developing !Ωǎ & Aces. There ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΩŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ tƘ5  
and spend their gifts doing this with it, not to make herself wealthier or more famous, but 
to empower other people to have a more decent lifeΦέ 
                                                                              * * *  

άL know that the studies that show that young people who play sports tend to get better 
grades, have better social skills and are more likely to lead healthy lifestyles are not myths. 
They are true, and they are true across the ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
                                                                                * * *  

ά²Ŝ also know Χ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭǎ who play sports have better self-esteem, better body image, are 
less likely to become pregnant as teens, more likely to graduate from high school and 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦ-defining in a very positive way 
in our ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΧΦ So, this is potentially an affair, not just of the heart, but of the mind, that 
may be of again lasting ƛƳǇƻǊǘΦ Χ {ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ !ƴƴŀ aƻƴƘŀǊǘƻǾŀ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘŀƴŘΦέ [Applause] 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ IŜƭǇǎ [ŀǳƴŎƘ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ 



2008 - The Pilot Event 
May 30, 2008 



Over 35 
Public School 

Children 
were 

Introduced 
to Tennis at 

the Pilot 
Event 

 
 

__________________ 
 
 
 

Tulane 
University 

May 30, 2008 



Photo: June 26, 2008 

!Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ of all New Orleans facilities in 2007-2008.  
No ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ нллуΦ 

NORDC facilities were closed post-Katrina pending reconstruction.  The 
Pontchartrain Park courts (above) reopened on September 29, 2012, the 
day that Hurricane Isaac twisted the lights again.  
(The lights have not been re-repaired .)  



The Tennis Industry and the USTA unveiled  
a new Play Format for Children  

and launched  

άvǳƛŎƪ{ǘŀǊǘ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎέ 
in May 2008 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Smaller Courts 

Shorter, Lighter Rackets Bigger, Softer Balls 



 

Afterschool Programming at Edward Hynes 

August 26, 2008 

Without access to traditional courts,  
!Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ vǳƛŎƪ{ǘŀǊǘ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ 



vǳƛŎƪ{ǘŀǊǘ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ άtƭŀȅ ǘƻ [ŜŀǊƴέ  
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ tƭŀȅέ 

 

September 22, 2008 Arthur Ashe Charter 



After-School Learning 
ǿƛǘƘ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ  

at Arthur Ashe Charter 



After-school Tennis at Arthur Ashe Charter 
K- 2nd grade 
Boys Team 



Just the Beginning 

 
 
 

"My uncle dragged me out of the house one summer to go play tennis. Χ L gave it a shot and, I fell in love 
with it. Χ It kept me off of the streets.  I had a lot of friends who I grew up with who, it turned out, they 
were into drugs; some were selling drugs, some were using drugs, some went to jail, a couple are even 
dead. Tennis was my way out; and, I could have been any one of those guys. ...it got me through 
school, it got me to school in terms of college, going on a scholarship, on a tennis scholarshipΦά 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎέ 
 

Alan Green 
Xavier University 
aŜƴΩǎ ϧ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Head Coach 



December 11, 2008  was the last snow day in New Orleans.  It was also a 
memorable Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ¦{¢! ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ !Ωǎ 
& Aces to become a National Junior Tennis League (NJTL) organization. 
 
Arthur Ashe and two others founded the NJTL in 1969. ¢ƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ 
ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜƴƴƛǎΧ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎΣ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΦέ  
 
! ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{¢! ǊŜōǊŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ b[¢[ ŀǎ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WǳƴƛƻǊ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ & 
Learning.έ !Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ сллҌ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ 
and became eligible for many benefits from the governing body of the sport in the 
US. 

!Ωǎ ϧ !ŎŜǎ .ŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ bW¢[  



!ǊǘƘǳǊ !ǎƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ нллф-мл άbŜǿέ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /ƻǳǊǘǎ 



 



A

r

t

h

u

r

 

A

s

h

e

 

October 11, 2010 



Tulane Service-Learners Tutor 1:1 at Arthur Ashe 
February 29, 2012 



 

Edward Hynes Charter School After-School Program 
March 25, 2010 



Hynes Classroom 



Teaching Toss Tennis at Milestone SABIS 



Cafeteria Courts at Milestone SABIS 


